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The People-Are -Dumb_School

¢ .. BY ERNEST CONINE

Whatever happened to Jimmy Carter’s ~MX But the critics fear that other provisidns,
=ampaign promises of open diplomacy? Judg-
ng by the Administration’s ultrasensitive
-eaction to out-of-school disclosures on arms- - manent, dangerous ‘Russian advantage. -
sontzol talks with the Russians, the Adminis- . 1 js- interesting that the Administration
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.- However, the issue at hand

fndeed. The Administrati
wthat it is very happy to keep key senators in

1 “ormed of negotiating progress with the Rusx

.-gians, but only. as Jong as they don't go public
“wyith any ‘misgivings—and the reasons, oz
Ahbse misgivings., ..owr 1Y R
" In short, the ided is to present the Senafe
and thé American people ‘with a completed.
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people should be told what is going on whlle.‘\. e PerTagon ordering that e T

Lhere is still time for their opinions to count.’ ¢,

D s eredit, the President initially tried ta” y-Feaaests from Congress for.

SALT II agreement sometime next year, wheft

it will be too late for informed public debate to;

.- hdve an effect.

;.. - »This would be convénient for the US. negos:

“tiators who, like all diplomats, prefer secrecy.
1t would be convenient for the President, who
“padly needs a foreign-policy “victory” to give
his sagging popularity a boost. And it would.
“be convenient for the Russians. = -+ Za.bir o
- However, such a fait accorapli would not be
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Tive up to this ideal. When Secretary of State "f'~%‘lay595) '51{6‘30 = cleared  WOES e
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The Russians, however, were incensed. | negotiations, found itself shut out of an mpore:.
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" ton-approved group called the Amerfcyied
Committes” on' East-West Accord, accused-
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Nixon and I{issingei:; ‘And the Kremlin, in the
"end, has had its way. ST B
. Carter, early in the game, agreed to keep
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reacted in ways not all that different from | . gen.. John'C: Culver. (D-Iowa) ‘and-threg
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" 1t should be-noted that pressures resulting:
from the leaks already seem to have produceq

* sources who have dared to talk out of schooli#* | .an important Soviet coneession: The Russiang
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" #In any event, it’s' worth remembering .‘t}xai_

the “classified” information that was legked
.did not consist of U.S. military secrets. Ttagai
"with Pentagon uneasiness over American-con-
cessions, with Russian reactions to Americert
proposals and’ with compromises on- whicl
agreement wasnear. - TR
*'The trouble is that these  compromises; in
the eyes of many arms-control experts, bave
been so one-sided in favor of the Soviet:Unian
that their acceptance could produce a perilous
tilt in the ruclear balance of terror.  © - 7,
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“the point is that they should be heard néwW,
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sented as a final product that cannot berejedt<
ed- without setting off a-new arms race and
gravely damaging U.S.-Soviet relations, - - “**,
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